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Kinko Bay Tidings ~ Autumn 2016 Edition

A New CIR in Kagoshima City

Hi! 'm Thea Dixon and I'm excited to
introduce myself as the new English
language CIR for the Kagoshima City Hall.
I come from Perth, the Australian sister city
of Kagoshima, and I feel very privileged to
have the chance to help facilitate the
relations between these two wonderful
cities. In Perth I was passionately involved
in promoting international exchange, so I
am truly appreciative for the opportunity to
work with the International Affairs
Department in Kagoshima City. I hope that
I can follow in the footsteps of my
predecessors and be of great use to the
department, as well as to be able to provide
assistance to the foreign residents of
Kagoshima. So far I have found Kagoshima
City beautiful, warm (in both climate and
treatment!) and peaceful. Whenever I leave
my home to explore or run errands I am

able to see something interesting or

beautiful. I feel incredibly lucky to live in
such an accommodating and historical
cityy. I'm looking forward to being
involved in upcoming events related to
international exchange and I'm overall
very excited for the time ahead of me

here!
Enjoying Kagoshima Summer

In my short time here I have had the

pleasure of attending lots of summer events.

Sakurajima Festival:

On a hot summer night people gathered at
the base of Sakurajima and enjoyed each
other’s company, good food, and lots of
entertainment. There was lots of delicious
festival food to taste, games to play, and
people dressed in yukata to add to the good
atmosphere of the night. Both traditional
and modern songs were sung, there was
dancing and there was a thrilling drum

performance before the fireworks exploded

in the sky for everyone to enjoy. (Cont.)




Kagoshima Summer Nights Fireworks
Festival:
After being cancelled last year due to the
volcanic activity of Sakurajima, the 2016
Kagoshima Summer Nights Fireworks
Festival was met with a lot of anticipation.
A large crowd gathered as people from all
across Kyushu came to watch the firework
show. People dressed in their yukata,
families and friends gathered together and
everyone waited for the show by munching
on food and drinking to cool down in the
summer heat. The fireworks themselves
were breathtaking, taking all sorts of
shapes, patterns and colours. It was

amazing to end the summer by enjoying the

fireworks with such a large group of people.

Ferry Cruise:

In summer, the ferry cruises around Kinko
Bay in the evening while passengers can
enjoy food and drink with friends or family.
There were lots of events on the boat, as
well as lots of chatter, and everyone seemed
to have a great time. The night ended with a
small fireworks display which showered

over the water of the bay.

A Researcher from Kagoshima’s Sister
City

Mrs. Shu Tan from Changsha, the Chinese
friendship city of Kagoshima, has come to
Kagoshima to conduct research in the field
of education. She has thus far been hard at
work and we hope that she will have a

fruitful time here.

High School Visit from
Takoma

6 high school students and 4 guests from
Takoma, Washington came to Kagoshima
to visit and homestay at iBS (International
Brilliant Students) College. The students
expressed deep gratitude at the
opportunity to visit Kagoshima and stated
that Kagoshima was an incredibly
beautiful, historically-rich place. When
asked where their favourite place that they
visited in Japan was, they responded
Kagoshima, because of the warmth and
generosity of their host families. They
especially enjoyed visiting Sakurajima and

shopping in the city.



Mayor Mori’s Courtesy Visit to Miami and San Diego

From July 20 to 29 Mayor Mori and his delegation visited Kagoshima’s sister city, Miami, for

a courtesy friendship visit commemorating the 25 year anniversary of the sister city

relationship. They also visited the city of San Diego as it is advancing forward as a city of

diverse exchange. During this visit the Mayor and his delegates were able to strengthen the

bond between Kagoshima and Miami and to discuss with the Mayor of San Diego about

further exchange between the two cities.

Language Learning Through Storytelling

On Sunday the 34 of July, Diana Kichijitsu, a bilingual woman
from the UK, taught an English storytelling (rakugo) workshop
and performance, to incite language study through storytelling.
Diana told a story of her own creation “Wonderful Japan” which
had the crowd in fits of laughter. While telling her story she
taught about the use of movement in rakugo. As well as having a
great time, the audience learnt about the importance of
spreading information about your own culture and the

1mportance of knowing your own culture.

Korean Language Course

Starting from September and running until November, Mr.
Junyoung Park, the City Hall’s Korean CIR, is teaching weekly
Korean classes to the community. He is teaching Korean for
daily use, including simple phrases and expressions. The aim of

the classes is to bring students to a conversational level.
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