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Kinko Bay Tidings ~ Spring 2017 Edition

The Winter Illuminations
The people of Kagoshima enjoyed a chilly winter this year, proving a great opportunity to sip warm drinks and
snuggle up in blankets. The city even experienced some snow! To celebrate these cold months, from the start of
December to the end of January Kagoshima city was lit up with millions of twinkling lights: the winter
illuminations. Minato-Odori Park glittered gold, a
dazzling sight when combined with the lighted
fountain. It was the 25" time the park was
decorated and 56 trees were lit-up by approximately
120,000 lights. Over in Tenmonkan was the

Tenmonkan Millionation, named so because of the

million light bulbs used to light up the district. The main attraction was Tenmonkan Park where you could
enjoy an illuminated train, an 80m tunnel of light, and the awe-inspiring ‘Space plaza’. There was also a 50m

long tunnel named ‘Star Gate’ a short walk from the park.

Picture yourself in Perth Program

On the 18" of February 5 middle school students from Kagoshima departed on a trip to Perth as part of the
Picture yourself in Perth 9 day long exchange program. The
students were able to experience a homestay with
Australian families and go to an Australian school and
study English. They were also introduced to Australian
culture through an Aboriginal art class, and visited some of

Perth’s tourist spots, including a wildlife park and the beach.

The students also made a courtesy call to Mayor Scaffidi and they enjoyed a morning tea together.



WBC China training camp

The Chinese WBC team came to Kagoshima from the 23™ of
February to the 1* of March in order to train for their
upcoming matches in Japan. On Friday the 24" the city held a
ceremony to encourage the team which was attended by Mayor
Mori, the Kagoshima City Japan-China Friendship Association,
and others notable attendees. John McClaren, who supervises
the team, exchanged gifts and words of gratitude with the
Mayor and the other attendees. The team was training for
upcoming matches in Tokyo and praised the facilities of

Kagoshima and the beauty of the city.

Iranian cooking class

The global seminar Iranian cooking class was taught on the 4" of December by an Iranian currently living in

‘ Kagoshima, Sahar Ghavidel Darestani. The participants learnt all

about Iran and its rich history, art, and culture before getting into
cooking up a storm of delicious Iranian cuisine. The dishes
included kotlet (a Persian ground meat patty) as a main, potato
kuku (Persian-style potato fritters) and shole zard which means
yellow flame and is a saffron rice pudding. The class was an
opportunity for the participants to learn about Iran and its delicious cuisine. (Left image: shole zard or yellow

flame.)

Community English classes

The annual 8 week long community English classes run by the International Exchange Foundation was once
again a success. Students from all backgrounds gathered to learn about foreign culture and intermediate English.

Classes focused on speaking and listening and ran from December 14" to February 22™.



Kagoshima Marathon 2017
On the 5% of March runners from all over the world came to Kagoshima to run in the marathon (42.195km) or
the fun run (8.9km). Thousands of people, many donned in the official Kagoshima Marathon 2017 shirts, ran
through the city. The people of Kagoshima lined the course, providing support by cheering on the runners. The
marathon course ran from Dolphin Port down to Kamoike,
all the way up to Aira and then back down to the
Kagoshima City Hall for the final stretch. The fun run
course went from Dolphin Port, down to Kamoike and
then up to Tenmonkan to finish. The event was an

excellent opportunity to promote fitness and bring

excitement to the city.

Perth High School Students Visit Kagoshima

13 excited high school students and 2 chaperones from Kagoshima’s Australian sister city, Perth, came to
Kagoshima from the 10% to the 16" of December. The students from Ursula Frayne College took classes at
Immaculate Heart College as well as experienced a homestay and went sightseeing and shopping around the
city. The students expressed that they thoroughly enjoyed Kagoshima and Japan, especially their homemade

bento lunchboxes!

About Kinko Bay Tidings

Produced by: Kagoshima International Exchange Foundation
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