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Miami Exchange Students Visit Kagoshima

In early summer, three high school students from Miami Palmetto Senior High School and two chaperones
came to visit Kagoshima City to take part in cultural exchange. They stayed in Kagoshima from the 14t to the
22 of June, just in time for the beginning of summer heat. Despite the jet lag, the students made the most of
their trip by enjoying various parts of Kagoshima, from the food to the sights. They especially enjoyed the local
ramen! As well as visiting Sakurajima, Sengan-en, the aquarium, and making a courtesy call to Mayor Mori, the
students experienced living the life of a high school student in Japan at Konan High School. Not only did they
attend classes but they also had a chance to participate in tea ceremony! The three students made deep
connections with their host families and it was hard for everyone to say goodbye. The visit deepened the

friendship between Kagoshima and our sister city Miami and we hope they visit again soon!

Training to Help Foreigners in Emergencies
During September, Kagoshima'’s Fire Prevention Bureau worked hard to prepare for helping foreigners in the
event of an emergency. On the 7t, a drill was held on the Sakurajima ferry and two CIRs from Kagoshima City
played the role of injured foreigners who couldn’t communicate |
in Japanese. The drill was a great learning experience and
important considering the fact that Kagoshima is popular with
foreign tourists. Further, on the 12th and 13, staff responsible
for answering 119 emergency calls took part in a language

training seminar. Staff learned how to respond to emergency

calls in English, Chinese and Korean.

Korean Cooking Class

Kagoshima City CIR, Songhui Lee, held a Korean cooking class on the
23rd of July. The three hour class focused on two delicious Korean
classics, chilled noodles and Korean pancakes. This class was a great
opportunity for the residents of Kagoshima City to learn about Korean
food culture and bring it into their own kitchens! All 30 participants
found the dishes delicious. One of the participants said, “I had a great

time and learned about the differences between Japan and Korea”,




Summer Events

Summer in Kagoshima means humidity, eruptions (and the occasional ash shower), butterflies and of course -
festivals! The Rokugatsudou festival was crowded this year, and had lots of tasty festival food and local
entertainment on offer. The lanterns were a spectacle, especially as the sun began to set. Ogionsa also went
ahead, with many men looking confident in their fundoshi and women clad in yukata. My personal favorite
festival, Sakurajima Hi no Shima was very popular this year and the taiko drum performance was as bold as
ever. After a brilliant sunset ended and the night hid Sakurajima from view, the festival-goers had the chance to
watch a fireworks and laser show. And let’s not forget the biggest firework event of the summer - Summer
Nights. As with every year, people gathered around Dolphin Port and watched a spectacular fireworks event

over the calm waters of Kinko Bay. Summer was full of excitement this year here in Kagoshima City!

Youth Wings Perth Exchange

The yearly Youth Wings Perth exchange began at the end of July
and stretched to the beginning of August this year. High school
students from Kagoshima flew to their Australian sister city and
participated in a homestay and school exchange. They
experienced life in another country, all the while furthering the
exchange relationship between the two cities. During the trip
the students also had a chance to visit Singapore. Additionally,

the Youth Wings Malacca exchange occurred around the same

period, giving junior high school students a chance to experience South-east Asia.

Exchange at Nakamacchi

On Saturday the 19t of August Australian CIR Thea Dixon
participated in an English kid’s playgroup at Nakamacchi, a space
for parents and young children to play that is located near
Tenmonkan. The event was aimed at children aged 3~6 and
included activities such as singing and dancing in English,
coloring, storybook readings and not to mention games! It was an

opportunity for local children to have exposure to native English

and meet an Australian.



35t Anniversary of Kagoshima and Changsha'’s Friendship City Pact

On the joyous occasion of the 35% anniversary of Changsha, China and Kagoshima City’s friendship city pact, a
friendship delegation led by Mayor Mori visited Changsha for a commemorative ceremony. The delegation
landed in Changsha on the 24t of August and attended the

ceremony as well as participated in a commemorative tree

planting ceremony on the 25%. They also made courtesy » ™ -_ EE T3 5I?IIEF—FEB ’Fi *?H
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calls to the Communist Party of China, Changsha Council
and to the local government. The delegation returned to
Kagoshima on the 26t™. Although it was a short stay they
had a chance to get their fill of the beauty of Changsha and

further deepen the bond of friendship between Kagoshima

and Changsha, and Japan and China.

International Exchange in Kagoshima City

Summer was a busy period for international exchange in Kagoshima City. In June, three high school students
from Germany visited Kagoshima facilitated by the Rotary Club. During their homestay they visited Sakurajima
and experienced tea ceremony. Then, in July two high school students respectively from Norway and Finland
visited through the Lions Club. They had a chance to try on a yukata and attend the Rokugatsudo festival.
Although these students were from different countries across Europe, they all shared an interest in learning
about Japanese culture and language, and were all surprised at Kagoshima’s hot climate! Finally, in August two

baseball athletes from America visited Kagoshima and participated in sports exchange.

Parent-Child Multi-Lingual Fun

The Kagoshima International Exchange Foundation held a multi-lingual parent-child event on the 2rd of
September for children up to their 2nd year of elementary school. During this event, the children and their
parents had a chance to listen to popular storybooks being read in both English and Chinese and increase their

exposure to foreign languages.

About Kinko Bay Tidings

Produced by: Kagoshima International Exchange Foundation
Editors: Thea Dixon (English), Songhui Lee (Korean), Jingting Huang (Chinese) (Coordinators for International Relations, Kagoshima City)

Kagoshima International Exchange Foundation
15-1 Yamashita-cho

Kagoshima City

892-0816
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Tel: +81 (0)99 226 5931 Fax: +81 (0)99 239 9258
kokusai@kiex.jp  http://wwwkiex.jp/

We welcome your comments for the improvement of future issues. Opinions and views expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect those of the
foundation.

Kinko Bay Tidings is available free of charge at the foundation office in the Kagoshima Welfare Plaza. You can also download it in PDF format from our
homepage above. For information about subscribing, please contact us. Please also contact us if you would like to contribute any articles or photographs.
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