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ASIA KAGOSHIMA 2016

The 2016 Kagoshima Asian Youth Arts Festival was held over the weekend of the 15t and 16t of
October and was a great success once again! On Saturday the 15th, 9 talented groups of youth from all
across Asia traveled to Kagoshima to perform on stage at Houzan Hall. There was a wide variety of
performances, from traditional dance, to choir and much, much more. Not only that, but the Sakamoto
Elementary School Brass Band from Kagoshima also performed alongside the groups from China,
Indonesia, Malaysia, South Korea, Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand and Vietnam. The various performances
allowed the audience to truly feel that they are a part of the larger continent of Asia.

On Sunday the 16th, the festival continued in Central Park. Stalls selling food from all across Asia popped
up, and there were “experience booths” where locals and those from abroad could experience Asian
culture - for example, trying on a kimono or practicing tea ceremony. The groups from abroad mingled
with the local people of Kagoshima and everyone had the chance to enjoy more performances on the
Asian Stage at the entrance to the park. There was also a singing competition held wherein Japanese
people sung foreign songs and foreigners sung Japanese songs. The festival was a lot of fun for everyone

involved and allowed the locals of Kagoshima and the youth of Asia to bond and create friendships

across national borders.




OHARA FESTIVAL

The Ohara festival has been celebrated since 1949 and never fails to liven up the streets of Tenmonkan.
This year was no different. Tenmonkan was packed with locals and tourists, and decorated with
lanterns. Despite the cold, dancers gathered in happi coats and yukata, and some in costume, to take
part in the historic festival. Some dancers had been practicing for weeks and showed off their moves
while dancing to the ohara-bushi, hanya-bushi and shibuya-ondo. Foreigner residents of Kagoshima also
took part in the festival in the group Genki
Gaikokujin and Friends. It was an
opportunity for foreigners to take part in
the local culture of Kagoshima. Besides the
dancing there was of course also the usual
festival stalls, drum performances and a lot
of local sake on offer to try and buy. The

festival stretched over two days and

finished on the night of Japan’s "Culture Day" public holiday.

YOUTH WINGS MIAMI/SAN DIEGO EXCHANGE TOUR

On the 13t of November a group of Junior High School students hopped on a plane headed towards the
USA to participate in this year’s Kagoshima Youth Wings Miami/San Diego Exchange. In their 5 nights in
Miami, the young adults participated in a courtesy call to Mayor Toméas Regalado, toured the city,
participated in a school exchange, home stayed with local families, and had a reception at the Japanese
Consulate. They then stayed in San Diego for 4 nights, once again staying with local families in a home
stay. There, they had plenty of time to experience life as an American living in San Diego and

participated in activities planned by the Japan Society of San Diego and Tijuana.



ENGLISH SPEECH & SPEECH CONTEST

On Tuesday the 1st of November the middle school students of Kagoshima gathered at the Kagoshima
Cultural Hall and performed skits and speeches in English. All the students’ hard work had paid off as
their English was clear and sophisticated and the content of their skits and speeches was very creative.
The performances themselves ranged from emotional to hilarious. Although not everyone could win, it

was clear that the contest had given them an opportunity to practice and improve their English.

HALLOWEEN NIGHT

The Kagoshima International Exchange Foundation put on a party for Halloween where local kids could
enjoy the American holiday. The party consisted of a class on Halloween, a costume contest,
trick-or-treating and creating lanterns for
that purpose. It gave the children a chance to
dress up and trick-or-treat and they all
seemed to love it! Not only that, but the
whole city was bursting with festivity on
Halloween, and Tenmonkan was filled with

costumes and Halloween decorations.
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