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The Hearty Party

On Sunday the 23 of April a total of 328 people gathered at
Kanmachia to welcome the new foreign exchange students who had
just arrived in the city at the Hearty Party held by the Kagoshima
International Exchange Foundation. With Sakurajima visible in the
background, 102 foreigners from 22 different countries and regions
attended and enjoyed games, band performances, flower
arrangement (ikebana), Chanbara swords fights, and a booth for
making taketonbo or “bamboo dragonflys”. There was also an
African drum performance, national costume fittings and

cross-cultural experience booths (pictured). The event ended with

the attendees forming a circle and dancing the Ohara-style dance from Kagoshima’s iconic Ohara festival.
Japanese volunteer staff helped out with the event, and locals came to welcome the newcomers, truly giving

them a warm welcome.

Introducing Songhui Lee, our new Korean CIR!
In early April we said farewell to Junyoung Park, who has acted as the Korean CIR for Kagoshima City over the

past 3 years. Over his time working here in Kagoshima City he acted as a bridge between Kagoshima and the

[

Republic of Korea, working hard and utilizing his many talents to
i facilitate international relations. Shortly after he left we welcomed
our newest member to the Kagoshima City CIR team, Ms. Songhui

Lee from Daegu, South Korea. Songhui was officially entrusted the

job on the 14t of April and has been studying Japanese since her
second year of high school. She majored in Japanese literature in university. Although she has only been here
for a few months, she has been busy working hard at international exchange, teaching about Korean culture at

culture classes, visiting schools, participating in international exchange events and more.




Perth Mater Dei College Exchange Visit

Students from Perth’s Mater Dei College have been visiting their sister school, Kagoshima Gyokuryu High
School, almost every year since 2009. This year was no different, and 9 excited students and their 2
chaperones arrived in Kagoshima on the 20t of April just in time
to see the last of the cherry blossom flowers. They stayed with

, »«g Japanese families for 6 nights, immersing themselves in Japanese
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N language and culture through the homestay experience. They had

a packed schedule; they made a courtesy call to Mayor Mori,

participated in classes at school, tried on a kimono and learned
Japanese manners, explored Senganen Japanese gardens and saw the sights at Sakurajima. The students said
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teary goodbyes to their host families and Kagoshima at a

farewell dinner on the final night, and conveyed a strong
sense of wanting to come back one day. It was clear that they
had made strong connections with their host families and

Kagoshima, despite the short stay.

Napoli Festival, the breeze and light

Naples and Kagoshima have been sister cities since 1960 due to similarities in their scenery: the Gulf of Naples
and Mount Vesuvius as seen from Naples looks just like Kagoshima’s view of Kinko Bay and Sakurajima! The
“Napoli Festival, the breeze and light” brings the food, wine, and culture of Naples to the city of Kagoshima.
This year it was held on the 3rd and 4th of May and was sponsored by the Embassy of Italy to Japan. There were

two stages with a variety of live music to enjoy over the two days.

Spring Kiichi Tree and Plant Market

Every spring there is a quaint tree and plant market held next to the
Kotsukigawa River. The event also includes meetings and consultations

regarding gardening. It was held under the cherry blossom trees and

you could feel the atmosphere of spring.




English Picture Book Readings

In mid-May the International Exchange Foundation held an English picture book reading event for local
children. The event involved songs and dances, and a card making activity. The books “Swimmy” and “We’re
Going on a Bear Hunt” were read to the children by a native English speaker from Canada. There was also a
similar picture book reading event held in March that allowed children to enjoy books and activities (including

making the Philippine flag!) in English and Tagalog.

Changsha Soccer Tournament

A team of 14 elementary school students visited Kagoshima
City’s friendship city, Changsha, China for the “Rono
Tokukei Elementary School Student Soccer Tournament”
from the 27t of April to the 4t of May. The group consisted

of 5t and 6t year students aged 11 and under. The students

expressed their hope to make friends with the players from

the teams of other countries and the team left with an aim to deepen the friendship between the two cities.

Japan-Korea Cultural Caravan

The Embassy of Korea in Japan held the Japan-Korea Cultural Caravan over Saturday the 20t and Sunday the
21st of May. The event was packed with activities such as a stage with traditional music, K-pop and J-pop
performances, a photo gallery, a Korean clothing experience, and the popular “Bibimbap Performance” where

guests could watch a bibimbap (a traditional Korean dish) be made and taste the authentic flavor. .

About Kinko Bay Tidings

Produced by: Kagoshima International Exchange Foundation
Editors: Thea Dixon (English), Songhui Lee (Korean), Jingting Huang (Chinese) (Coordinators for International Relations, Kagoshima City)

Kagoshima International Exchange Foundation
15-1 Yamashita-cho

Kagoshima City

892-0816

JAPAN

Tel: +81 (0)99 226 5931 Fax: +81 (0)99 239 9258
kokusai@kiex.jp  http://wwwkiex.jp/

We welcome your comments for the improvement of future issues. Opinions and views expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect those of the
foundation.

Kinko Bay Tidings is available free of charge at the foundation office in the Kagoshima Welfare Plaza. You can also download it in PDF format from our
homepage above. For information about subscribing, please contact us. Please also contact us if you would like to contribute any articles or photographs.
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