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Asian Kagoshima Youth Arts Festival
Youth from all over Asia travelled to Kagoshima for the 12t Asian Kagoshima Youth Arts Festival on the 21st
and 221 of October. 9 groups from 8 countries and regions flew to Japan to share their culture through music,
dance and performance. On the first day of the festival, Saturday the
21st, the groups assembled in Houzan Hall to put on a show. The
groups performed to much applause, and at times surprised the
audience with their dynamic acts. There were performances by

Japanese artists as well, including Kagoshima’s own Harara

Elementary School Brass Band. Sharing the stage with their Asian
neighbors was a perfect opportunity for cultural exchange.

On the second day, Sunday the 224, a typhoon approached Kagoshima and the Asian Festa that was planned to
be held in Chuo Park was cancelled. Thankfully, the groups were still able to share their performances and
culture with the people of Kagoshima in Chuo Community Center and at the Pira Mall Stage. In Chuo
Community Center there were performances, games on stage and experience booths ran by the volunteer staff.
The Pira Mall Stage with located in the heart of Kagoshima in Tenmonkan and shoppers stopped what they
were doing to watch the various performances.

Not only did they perform, the groups also had time to relax and make the
most of their time in Kagoshima. They went to places like Sakurajima and
Senganen, as well as participated in school exchanges. The groups helped
spread their culture to the people of Kagoshima, and returned home with

a deeper knowledge of Japan and with new friends.

Ohara Festival
The Ohara Festival began in 1949 (Showa 24) and ran for the 66t time this year on the 2rd and 34 of

i o November. Over the two days of the festival, the streets of Tenmonkan
were full of groups dressed in bright colors, dancing the “Ohara-style”,
the “Kagoshima Hanya-style”, the “Shibuya Ondo” and the “Sou-odori”.
There were stalls selling delicious festival foods on the roads, and
numerous attractions dotted across the area. The Kagoshima
International Exchange Foundation participated in the festival with

their group, “the Genki Gaikokujins”, a group where foreign and

Japanese residents can share this part of Kagoshima culture together. Although many of the foreign residents

were dancing for the first time, they got the hang of it quickly and had a great time.

Korean Language Classes

Community Korean language classes ran by the International Exchange Foundation and taught by City CIR,
Songhui Lee, commenced on 8% of November. It is a chance for Kagoshima residents to learn beginner Korean,
such as Hangul and basic grammar, and vocabulary, from a native speaker. There are 21 participants and the

classes go on for 6 weeks.



Mayor Mori’s Gold Coast Visit

Mayor Mori and his delegation left chilly Kagoshima on
Saturday the 18t of November and made for the sunny Gold
Coast in Queensland, Australia. The purpose of their visit was
to attend a ceremony to commemorate the signing of the White
Tigers and Koalas Exchanging Agreement (2016). The Official
Commemoration Ceremony took place in the Gold Coast with

Deputy Mayor Donna Gates in attendance. Mayor Mori, Deputy

Mayor Gates, and a representative of Dreamworld signed a
Statement of Goodwill.

White tigers from Hirakawa Zoological Park in Kagoshima are
currently in the care of Dreamworld, Gold Coast, while vice
versa, koalas from Dreamworld are being looked after in
Kagoshima. Kagoshima City is committed to the conservation
of koalas, a vulnerable species due to habitat destruction.

During the visit, Mayor Mori even had an opportunity to hold a

koala in his arms! The visit deepened the friendship and

partnership between Kagoshima City and the Gold Coast, which we hope will grow into the future.

Youth Wings Miami and Changsha Exchange

9 high school students from Kagoshima City visited their friendship city,
Changsha, China, from the 1st to the 8t of November, coinciding with the
35th anniversary of the friendship city pact. In the same month, 8 junior
high school students visited their American sister-city, Miami, from the
10t to the 19t. They were able to experience a home-stay and school

life, providing an opportunity to learn about foreign culture and

languages, as well as make friends abroad. The students were excellent

representatives of Kagoshima and will surely act as a bridge between the countries for years to come.

Changsha Friendship Visit to Kagoshima

To commemorate the 35t anniversary of the friendship city pact
between Kagoshima City and Changsha, China, a delegation of 5
from Changsha visited Kagoshima from the 10t ~ 11th of October.
They made a courtesy call to Mayor Mori and the Chairman of the
Kagoshima City Assembly, and experienced the beautiful nature of
Kagoshima when visiting Sakurajima and Senganen. As printed in

our last issue, a delegation led by Mayor Mori visited Changsha in

August earlier this year to commemorate the occasion.



Tanzania Delegates Visit
On the morning of Tuesday the 21st of November, representatives from St. Augustine University of Tanzania,
based in the African country famous for Mount Kilimanjaro, visited the Kagoshima City Hall for a courtesy call to
Deputy Mayor Matsunaga. The representatives spent about 2 weeks in
Kagoshima in order to form an agreement and conduct academic
exchange with Kagoshima University. During the courtesy call they spoke
with Deputy Mayor Matsunaga about the background to the agreement

with Kagoshima University, as well as how they are working to develop

their region by cooperating with the City of Mwanza and the government.

English Skit and Speech Contest

The 2017 Junior High School English Skit Speech Contest was held at Chuo Community Center on the 27t of
October. 84 second grade students, and 41 third grade students from 42 schools participated in the skits and
speeches respectively. The winners of the skit contest were Miss Ai Tanoue and Mr Taro Imamura from
Kagoshima University Fuzoku Junior High School, and the winner of the speech contest was Miss Hana Mizuma
from Kagoshima Junshin Girls Junior High. The skits were to the theme of “Satsuma and me” and the students
introduced many historical figures, specialties, and events. The students were all excellent and had clearly

worked hard, improving their English along the way.

Running Sakurajima

The 38t Running Sakurajima event was held on the 31 of December. Runners had the chance to participate in
a 5km, 10km, or half-marathon course around the active volcano
Sakurajima. The participants could take in the breathtaking views of
Sakurajima and Kinko Bay, Kagoshima's representative nature, while
. enjoying their run. One participant of the half-marathon interviewed

after the event said that his legs were sore for days!
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Produced by: Kagoshima International Exchange Foundation
Editors: Thea Dixon (English), Songhui Lee (Korean), Jingting Huang (Chinese) (Coordinators for International Relations, Kagoshima City)
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