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South African Rugby Team Prepares Training Camp in Kagoshima City.

The Rugby World Cup is set to take place in Japan from September of next year, and
tickets for Rugby World Cup 2019 are attracting record demand with more than 4.5 million

ticket applications received since the programme launched in January 2018.

In preparation for next year's training camp, which is expected to take place shortly before
their first world cup match, the Coaches of the South African Rugby Team “Springboks”
inspected Shiranami Stadium and several other surrounding facilities.

Kagoshima City representatives reported that the South African team will come to Kagoshima
and stay at the Sun Royal Hotel from September 7th until the 12th for a total of 6 days in 2019.
They are scheduled to practice at Shiranami Stadium and Kamoike Park Swimming pool, in
addition to other nearby facilities. Approximately 50 people, including players and staff are
expected to be involved in the training camp, at least a part of which will be open for public

viewing. There are also plans to hold a course for local rugby leaders.

Three of the team's members, including coaches visited Shiranami Stadium on Friday,
December 7th. They inspected the stadium’s facilities including the medical office and training
room, before proceeding to confirm the size of the ground and condition of the turf. General
Manager Charles Wessels stated “it is very convenient to be able to go from any facility from
the hotel in 7-8 minutes. Our players also have a chance to get used to the Japanese climate

prior to their game in preparation for the match.



Christmas Illumination in Kagoshima City.

Kagoshima City was once again beautifully decorated with Christmas lighting over the December
period. Among many locations that were lighting up the city throughout the winter period, the top
three sites that are recommended for those residing in or visiting Kagoshima over the Christmas

period are as follows:

Shiroyama Hotel Kagoshima

Situated on Shiroyama Mountain 108m above sea level, Shiroyama Hotel overlooks Kagoshima
City and offers a commanding view of Sakurajima, the symbol of Kagoshima and Kinko Bay.

It is not only one of the best hotels in all of Kagoshima, but also hosts some of the best displays of
festive lighting over the Christmas period, including the “Fantasy of Winter Illumination lights”
and “Hill of Happiness”, which are held on the outside premises of the hotel. An approximate
170,000 various coloured lights and fountain streams are set up to match the rhythm of popular

Christmas Carols. For those looking for romance, anyone would be entranced by the atmosphere.

The “Fantasy Garden” has a fountain that changes into seven different colours and its main tree, 10
meters in height that is wrapped in blue and cyan decorations. Other features include but are not
limited to the Horse Carriage of Happiness and Happiness Clover, both of which are located in the
“Happiness Garden”, and the must see “Gold Garden” which entails a tree in the centre that is
wrapped with golden decorative lights, while the stairs sparkle with beautiful ball-shaped lights.
Which garden will you enjoy?

What's more, these beautiful illuminations will continue for an entire 4 months! Every evening
from October 28th until February 28th, every night between 17:30 and 23:00.

Special accommodation plans are also on offer at Shiroyama Hotel during the winter period.

Minato-Odori Park

The Christmas illumination began on the first day of December at Minato-Odori Park in Kagoshima
City, in front of the main building of the Kagoshima City Hall. The trees, fountains and sculptures
throughout the park that are lightened up with an unbelievable 120,000 lights, offering a truly

wondrous spectacle.

Before the illumination began onlookers including families and couples enjoyed the excitement of
music and performances, after which cheers and applause began from waiting families and couples
as the entire park was illuminated simultaneously.

Every evening the Minato-Odori Park goes dark before the lights are turned on all at once at 19:00,
20:00 and 21:00pm. The Minato-Odori Park illumination will be on display every evening from
December 1st until January 31st 2019 between 18:00 to 22:00 (and extended til 00:15 on New Year's



Eve).

AMU Plaza, Chuo Station
Amu Plaza, located in Chuo Station Kagoshima is another must-see lighting attraction over the
winter season, and being located in the transportation hub of Kagoshima City makes it very
accessible! The theme for the third consecutive year is “light spreading throughout the city,
light connecting the city”.
Making use of traditional Japanese shapes and colours, the concept of Amu's Christmas

illumination is a blend of traditional and modern.

The beautifully illuminated decorations are composed of several areas including the 12 meter
tall “Hikari no Tower” (The Light Tower), a design based on traditional Satsuma Kiriko -
traditional glass handicraft style from Kagoshima Prefecture, and slightly resembles a
Christmas tree that changes colour as time passes.

The Kin's Arch is a beautifully illuminated archway decorated with coloured strings and
kimono bands. The concept symbolises the connection between people and the city.

The beautifully illuminated and artistic scenes of winter started in Late November and will be
lighting the front of Chuo Station until the 14th of January, every evening from 5pm until
midnight.
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