The 16th Kagoshima Asian Youth Arts Festival
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Asian Kagoshima 2023 - 16th Kagoshima Asian Youth Arts Festival

118258 (L) --- FALEFESER (FEWR—=I)

25th Nov (Sat) :-- Youth Music Festival (Houzan Hall)

118268 (B) - PIPhRART—=Y -PITPREE -7IPEHERT-R (BRETDPRLBEN)
26th Nov (Sun) ---

Asian Stage, Asian Stalls,
Asian Experience Booths (Chuo Park etc.)
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The Kagoshima Asian Youth Arts Festival brings together youth from countries and
regions throughout Asia and youth from Kagoshima City with the aim of fostering the
international and cultural pride of young people, as well as raising the citizens’ awareness of
internationalization, through the medium of music and arts.
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Y2023 118258 (1) 25th Nov (Sat
* EWR—=)L (Venue:Houzan Hall)
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The first day of the Art Festival was a Music Festival, held at
Houzan Hall on 25 November. Representatives from 10 participating
countries showcased energetic performances such as choir,
ensemble, traditional music, and dance.
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The opening featured representatives from each participating group
adorned in vibrant ethnic and stage costumes, creating a beautiful
start to the event.
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Participating Groups 241 Members/ 10 Groups/ 10 Countries and Reglon
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Mindanao School of Living Traditions
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Kyushu Japanese Language School
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Ayeyarwaddy International School

@ Forever Myanmar /=+>Y—d& KRN
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Jody Marshall Dance Company Singapore
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China-Changsha City
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Changjun bilingual school
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Republic of Korea
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Jeollabuk-do children's korean traditional music orchestra
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Thailand
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Viet Nam
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Kajiki Sangyo Inc.
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Dairyu Elementary School Brass Band
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In this year, there was big “Wakuwaku” (excitement)
even after the ending because of the lottery. Every
time the winning numbers of airplane ticket or hotel
tickets etc. that were offered by the sponsoring
companies were read out, the hall was surrounded by
joyful voice and big applause.
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At the conclusion of the performances, representatives from each participating group were presented
with commemorative plagues by the Executive Committee Chairman, Takao Shimozuru, the Mayor of
Kagoshima City. Following this, an ending movie recapping the splendid stages from each country played
alongside the performance of "A Whole New World" by Diryu Elementary School Brass Band. As the
representatives from various countries returned to the stage during the climax, waving hands, the hall was
filled with a cross-border sense of emotion, and the curtain fell with a pledge for a future reunion.
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*2023ﬂ5 118268 1) 26th Nov (Sun) 10:30~16:00
* FJ.%FECPS’&’A (Venue:Chuo Park)
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The second day of the Arts Festival was held primarily in Chuo Park under a calm autumn sky. The
day featured a variety of events, including: the “Asian Stages,”filled with creatively planned activities
by volunteer staff, and other interesting attractions;such as the “Asian Spicy and Sweet Food,”
which featured various taste and flavor, the “Asian Stalls” which featured regional foods and goods;
and the “Asian Experience Booths,” where guests could try on different traditional outfits from
around Asia, and enjoyed Japanese recreation games.

[E%Feﬁ/‘l 2 30~16:00] Asian Stage
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This day’ s festivities began with a performance from China-Changsha City Changjun bilingual school, who

had performed at the music festival the day prior.
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On the special stage in Chuo Park, the youths from China-Changsha City, Singapore, Republic of Korea
respectively performed their traditional dances.
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This year also featured an event “K-pop Cover Dance Contest,” a dance contest in which 16 individuals/groups
of Japanese and international people participated.
Prizes were awarded to the winners.
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A range of stage shows planned by the volunteer staff
complimented the Asian Stage.
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Asian Stalls- Asian Spicy and Sweet Food [BR/10:30~16:00]
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In addition to a variety of Asian food and drinks, as well as Asian goods, the
Asian-themed stalls, "Asian Spice & Sweet Foods," was so popular that it drew
long queues of enthusiastic attendees.
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Asian Experience Booths
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In order to bring Asia a little closer, several Asian Experience Booths were
organized. The Asian Experience booths allowed Kagoshima’'s residents and
overseas guests to deepen exchange through wearing Kimono and Asian traditional
dresses. Calligraphy Celemony experiences, as well as Japanese recreation games |
likewise drew a number of participants. SEEE
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The "DAGASHIYA," a pick-and-mix Japanese snacks booth, was organized
and operated by working volunteers. With the aim of introducing the
familiar Japanese culture "Dagashi" to youths from overseas, they created
English-language signs and put extra effort into planning. On the day of the
event, the sales exceeded expectations, prompting additional snacks
orders midway through. Youth from overseas were also curious, asking
questions like, "What flavor is this?" and "Is this famous in Japan?" as they
enjoyed the unique assortment of Japanese snacks.
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The performance by the invited groups took place at Tenmonkan, the central downtown area of
Kagoshima City, within the event called "Terukuni Hokoten." Many people who visited the "Terukuni
Hokoten" stopped by and enjoyed the fascinating sounds and performances.
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While they were residing in Kagoshima, the
groups that were invited from overseas visited
elementary, middle and high schools and
colleges within the city, as well as deepened the
cultural exchange, through experiencing the
Japanese classroom and performing traditional
music and dances. Although their time was
limited, the groups passed the language barrier
and their visit became a chance for Kagoshima
and the youth of the participating Overseas to
interact with one another. The executive
committee stressed the school exchange as a
place of exchange as youth that crossed national
barriers as well.

CPE]'%?Q‘FE China-Changsha City :/\Jjj‘l'.ﬁ—)b Singapore
118248 () /ERERSZFFR 118248 (&) /BEKDPER




=PJ~N— Myanmar

ﬁ@ Republic of Korea
118278 (B) /FHEDPER

118278 (A) /ERERFFR

T1UJEY Pphilippines

118278 (B)  MRINFR 118278 (A) / ERSMLLFEMAF BREMUOLF PR it

I SUL—>7 Malaysia 'j




iiﬁx_ﬁ B

ﬁﬂ A ;|1F7O /& E I wiﬁllw;ﬁiu

=Mayors) Courj:es_j CaII , Welcome) Heceptlon.l Farewellj Party~

f-s\gzg%gs\%
mMEXRWEHE B/ BREMEPAELME FHSEE
Mayor’s Courtesy Call BB8/118248 (&) 16:30~17:00
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Representatives of each group attended a courtesy call with Arts Festival Chairman, Takao Shimozuru,the
Mayor of Kagoshima City. After the Mayor’s welcome remarks, each representative introduced their group
and shared their impressions of Kagoshima, concluding with a gift exchange.
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The Executive Committee for the Asian Youth Arts Festival held a reception to welcome the groups attending
from abroad.
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The performing groups and volunteer staff gathered for a Farewell Exchange Party; the planning and
operation of the event was handled again by the volunteer staff. The attendees exchanged contact information,
took pictures together, and overcame language barriers to enjoy time with each other; even as they prepared
to part from one another, the room overflowed with smiles.
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HEMRE PER SR KZ2FCEBIBFMEEPOLETIRSYTAPDID—F VI IV —TRAIYvIDTEE-
- BEDEEICHEDOTVEX T SO MBDRY YIH2023F7AH 5. 2000 -0 Y3y T ZER EE(E
ZUCERULAB TR BBRS YT 7RI YIBINDOCEMBEEDKERRENICEDEIURZ,
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The Festival recruited middle school through
college students to act as the working group for
the planning, preparations and management of
the event. This year, the group of 41 members
held meetings twice a month from June to
October in preparation.

On the days of the festival, volunteers were
also a driving force in the running of the event,
and 31 interpreting volunteers attended to take
care of the overseas groups.
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